Poisons in the Fields
The document you have is a statement made by the UFW in their attempt to regulate the use of pesticides. The document is 17
pages in length, so clearly, reading it in its entirety is not your goal. Rather, for each question, skim for valuable information. Don’t try
to read the entire document. Use the letters on the questions and in the reading to guide you to the relevant portions of the
document. Asterisks indicate the end of a section.
The document refers to economic poisons. An economic poison is defined as any toxic substance the use of which is deemed to be
economically necessary (such as pesticides, herbicides, fungicides etc.)

1.

Read Section A with you group. Then describe the the problem faced by field workers with regard to
pesticides. Provide two specific examples of the problems associated with pesticides.

2. Skim through the case studies in C. Have each member of your group read and summarize one of the
case studies.

3. From the case studies the group examined, identify one example of each of the following:
A. The most serious example of ill eﬀects resulting from pesticides

B. An example of negligence on the part of the growers in terms of practices and procedures of applying
pesticides

C. An example of eﬀorts to cover up or downplay the role of pesticides in causing health hazards

4. Read F. What information did the farmworkers attempt to obtain? What rules for safety did they propose
(your answer should be a summary.)

5. The Farmworkers went to court to try to get access to the information requested in F above. G.
Describes the judge’s decision in this case. What was the judge’s decision in this case? What reasons
did he provide for this decision?

For tomorrow:
Each member of your group represents an appeals judge on a multi-judge panel whose task is to review
Judge George Brown’s decision (described in G).
In a BMP paragraph with a clear thesis and three supporting reasons for your answer, explain whether you
would uphold Judge Brown’s decision or reverse it. Evidence may be drawn from this document or your
textbook. Your paragraph should be 8-12 sentences in length. This paragraph is an individual assignment.
You may disagree with other member of your group

