John Winthrop, A Model of Christian Charity
Written onboard the Arabella, on the Atlantic Ocean, 1630
For wee must consider that wee shall be as a citty upon a hill. The eies of
all people are uppon us. Soe that if wee shall deale falsely with our God in
this worke wee haue undertaken, and soe cause him to withdrawe his
present help from us, wee shall be made a story and a by-word through the
world. Wee shall open the mouthes of enemies to speake evill of the wayes
of God, and all professors for God's sake. Wee shall shame the faces of
many of God's worthy servants, and cause theire prayers to be turned into
curses upon us till wee be consumed out of the good land whither wee are
a goeing.
(Accessed on 7.21.18 at https://history.hanover.edu/texts/winthmod.html)
Excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, given during
the last days of the Civil War, 1865
“ . . . One-eighth of the whole population (of the US in 1861) were colored
slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in the
southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful
interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To
strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which
the insurgents would rend the Union even by war, while the Government
claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it.
. . . Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes
His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to
ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other
men's faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. . . . "Woe unto the
world because of offenses; for it must needs be that offenses come, but
woe to that man by whom the offense cometh." If we shall suppose that
American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of
God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His
appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North
and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense
came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes
which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? . . .
With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as
God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in,
to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the
battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.
(Accessed on 8.24.18 on http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/
lincoln2.asp)

