Impact of Slavery Documents
Follow along as we read document A in class. Note down the definition of unknown words. Then, on the back of the document,
answer the following questions:
1. What argument is Jefferson making? How does he support this argument?
2. What surprises you about this document?
A. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on Virginia, 1785.
“There must doubtless be an unhappy influence on the manners of our people produced by the existence of slavery
among us. The whole commerce between master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most
unremitting despotism on the one part, and degrading submissions on the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate it; for
man is an imitative animal. This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to his grave he is learning to do what
he sees others do. . . . The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of
smaller slaves, gives a loose to the worst of passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be
stamped by it with odious pecularities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals undepraved by such
circumstances. . . .With the morals of the people, their industry also is destroyed. For in a warm climate, no man will labour for
himself who can make another labour for him. This is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves a very small proportion indeed are
ever seen to labour. And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction
in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with his wrath? Indeed I
tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that his justice cannot sleep for ever: that considering numbers, nature and
natural means only, a revolution of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of situation is among possible events: that it may become
probable by supernatural interference! The almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in such a contest.”

Follow along as I read document D aloud. Note down the definitions of unknown words, then answer the following questions:
1. What is this document about?
2. Think about how important it is to create a positive self image. How does the treatment Harriet endures make creating a
positive self image difficult. Be as specific as possible.
3. What passage stands out to you in this document? Why?

