Brown v. Board of Education, 1954
“Today, education is perhaps the most
important function of state and local
governments. Compulsory school
attendance laws and the great
expenditures for education both
demonstrate our recognition of the
importance of education to our democratic
society. It is required in the performance of
our most basic public responsibilities, even
service in the armed forces. It is the very
foundation of good citizenship. Today it is a
principal instrument in awakening the child
to cultural values, in preparing him for later
professional training, and in helping him to
adjust normally to his environment. In these
days, it is doubtful that any child may
reasonably be expected to succeed in life if
he is denied the opportunity of an
education. Such an opportunity, where the
state has undertaken to provide it, is a right
which must be made available to all on
equal terms.”

Why, according to this, is public school important to
American society? List all the reasons given.

“ . . . To separate [children] from others of
similar age and qualifications solely
because of their race generates a feeling of
inferiority as to their status in the
community that may aﬀect their hearts and
minds in a way unlikely ever to be
undone. . . . Segregation of white and
colored children in public schools has a
detrimental eﬀect upon the colored
children. The impact is greater when it has
the sanction of the law, for the policy of
separating the races is usually interpreted
as denoting the inferiority of the negro
group. A sense of inferiority aﬀects the
motivation of a child to learn. Segregation
with the sanction of law, therefore, has a
tendency to [retard] the educational and
mental development of negro children and
to deprive them of some of the benefits
they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated
school system.”

Why, according to the court, were segregated schools
wrong? Explain the reasons provided in your own
words.

“We conclude that, in the field of public
education, the doctrine of ‘separate but
equal’ has no place. Separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore,
we hold that the plaintiﬀs and others
similarly situated for whom the actions
have been brought are, by reason of the
segregation complained of, deprived of the
equal protection of the laws guaranteed by
the Fourteenth Amendment.”

Based on all three sections, explain the reasons for the
Court’s assertion that “separate educational facilities are
inherently unequal.”

