
PA General Comments


• Your argument is your thesis.  If you only preview two theories, there is no thesis. It is good 
to formulate a question, but the question is not your thesis, rather the answer to the question 
is your thesis. Your introduction must take your argument explicit and clear.  Remember, 
your argument and the argument suggested by the stimulus are two different things (even if 
your argument agrees with that contained in the stimulus.)

• Your introduction should connect the area of philosophy you are writing about to the 
stimulus.  Avoid summarizing the stimulus in your introduction.

• Include the stimulus, or a 200 word summary of it, after the title page and before the essay 
begins.  The stimulus does not count toward the word count

• Proofread for clarity
• Try very hard to explore the implications of the philosophy you discuss using real world 

examples.
• If you quote an author when they are using a specific concept or term, make sure you 

explain what that term/concept means in the context of your overall argument.
• Focus on your argument.  Use a rifle not a shotgun. 
• Don’t feel like you have to summarize every theory we discussed.  Focus only on those 

theories relevant to your argument
• Most people that have a hard time making word count are not dealing specifically with the 

theory they are discussing.  Explore the philosophical concepts you are examining in greater 
detail.

• Use the texts we have read in class.  Explore and analyze them in depth to construct your 
arguments.  Avoid superficiality.




