Ethics Midterm - Friday, April 27
After school review of Ethics - Tuesday, April 24 3:10-4:00, before school review of ethics - Tuesday, April 24 7:00-7:50
On the day of the exam, two of the following topics will be chosen at random by me. You will choose and write on one of
the chosen topics.
1. Critically assess the claim that moral judgments have meaning and value only within the context of a given
culture.
2. Critically assess the claim the interests of the many always outweigh the interests of the individual.
3. Evaluate the claim that rationality offers a justifiable foundation for moral judgments
4. Critically assess the following statement: “character is more important to ethics than rules.”
5. Critically assess the claim that the basis for ethics is self interest using an example from applied ethics (in
class, this would be distributional ethics or environmental ethics)
In general, please follow the format laid out in the first semester for philosophical writing (argument - counter argument repair). Please include a clear thesis in your introduction that explains precisely what your argument in the paper will be.
Exams should be approximately 700 -1000 words in length.
You may have an outline during the exam. The outline is limited to 1 page, you may utilize both sides. Any quotations
you wish to use must be on the outline. No other notes will be allowed. The outline must be submitted with your exam.
You should make a separate outline for each topic.
Essays will be assessed based on the following standards (from the IB Philosophy Guide):
For my grading purposes, the second standard in the rubric includes appropriate, in-depth use of the sources available in
class.

Taylor Midterm - Friday, April 20
After school review of Taylor - Tuesday, April 17 3:10-4:00, before school review of ethics - Tuesday, April 20 7:00-7:50
The Taylor midterm will consist of two parts. Part A will present a concept or argument from Taylor and ask you to analyze
and explain it. Part B will ask you to evaluate the success of the argument. While you will not have the exact wording
of the topics prior to the exam, the general areas addressed by the questions are listed below. As with the ethics exam,
you will be given two topics from the areas listed below and you will choose and write on one of them.
1. Critically discuss what Taylor means by ‘soft despotism,’ why he sees it as one of the major problems of
contemporary society and what, if anything, we can do to avoid or overcome it.
2. Taylor states, “The nature of a free society is that it will always be the locus of a struggle between
higher and lower forms of freedom”. Discuss and critically evaluate the significance of this statement with
relation to the arguments presented in The Ethics of Authenticity.
3. Taylor states, “The agent seeking significance in life, trying to define him - or herself- meaningfully, has to
exist in a horizon of important questions”. Discuss and critically evaluate.
4. Explain and discuss the parallels between art, the concept of the self and subjectivism in Taylor’s
argument on authenticity.
5. “The genesis of the human mind is not monological, something each accomplishes on his or her own, but
dialogical”. Explain and evaluate the importance of this statement with regard to the role it plays in Taylor’s
overall argument in The Ethics of Authenticity.

You will be allowed a single sheet of hand written notes on the exam. Given this, I will expect you to use quotations and
specific references to the text wherever appropriate. Remember that the exam will follow the A/B format described above
and will not be a single continuous essay.
Essays will be assessed based on the following standards (from the IB Philosophy Guide):
For my grading purposes, using accurate, direct and relevant quotations from the text is essential to achieving a good
score on both sections. The only difference between this exam and the IB exam, is that the IB exam will be closed notes
and you will not know the exact topics ahead of time

