D. Theodore Roosevelt, New Nationalism speech, 1910
I stand for the square deal. But when I say that I am for the square deal, I mean not merely that I stand for fair
play under the present rules of the game, but that I stand for having those rules changed so as to work for a
more substantial equality of opportunity and of reward for equally good service. . . . When I say I want a square
deal for the poor man, I do not mean that I want a square deal for the man who remains poor because he has
not got the energy to work for himself. If a man who has had a chance will not make good, then he has got to
quit. . . .
Now, this means that our government, National and State, must be freed from the sinister influence or control
of special interests. Exactly as the special interests of cotton and slavery threatened our political integrity
before the Civil War, so now the great special business interests too often control and corrupt the men and
methods of government for their own profit. We must drive the special interests out of politics. . . .For every
special interest is entitled to justice, but not one is entitled to a vote in Congress, to a voice on the bench, or to
representation in any public office. The Constitution guarantees protection to property, and we must make that
promise good. But it does not give the right of suffrage to any corporation. . . .
There can be no effective control of corporations while their political activity remains. To put an end to it will be
neither a short nor an easy task, but it can be done.
. . . It is necessary that laws should be passed to prohibit the use of corporate funds directly or indirectly for
political purposes; it is still more necessary that such laws should be thoroughly enforced. Corporate
expenditures for political purposes, and especially such expenditures by public-service corporations, have
supplied one of the principal sources of corruption in our political affairs.
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